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2 A SERMON Preach'd before © TY 
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l | him to 
; St. MAT TH. xxvii. 24, 25. 44 
; When Pilate ſaw that he could prevail nothing, but 15 * 
. that rather a Tumult was made, he took Water, || lave f 
| and waſhed his Hands before the Multitude, ſaying, || je accu 
= am innocent of the Blood of this Juſt Perſon ; See ¶ and lo, 
de ts u. „ 5 =” I I therefor 
Tuben anſwered all the People, and ſaid, His Blood be 3 

| on Us, and on our Children f A P 

| © $6; Whe ß partial 

if 75 6 | | | knew | 
III, appears from theſe words, and from the other || beſides 
Evangeliſts, that Pilate had really taken ſome || the ou 

Pains, and uſed ſome. Art, to deliver Jeſus from || 'Tis ne 

the Perſecution of the Prieſts, and the Rage of the with 
People, who ſought, he knew not why, his Death; would 

or at leaſt to acquit his Hands of him. He heard his their 
Accuſation, and found it frivolous, and therefore bad || think 
them — tal Him, and judge Him, according to their | in fon 
on Law, John 18. 31. He examind himſelf this their v 
dangerous Criminal, and yet declared — be found no || ſuffer 

fault in him, even after he had own'd he was a King, ¶ ina P 
Luke 23. 4 He put them in mind himſelf of the || to be 

- Cuſtom they had, to have a Priſoner, whomſoever || cruel « 
they defir'd, deliver d to them at the Feaſt of the might 
Paſſewer, and would have had them choſen this Jeſus, Soldie 
King of the Jews, to be the Man, Jobn 18. 39. He Leade 

puts Barabbas in Nomination with him, one that was ] ſatiate 


a Murtherer and a Robber, in hopes ('ris likely) to and v 


determine them, by ſuch an odious and abhorr'd || but th 
Compariſon, to pitch on Feſus. There were, no | (what 
queſtion, many Malefactors in their Priſors; Barabbas crucify 
had many Accomplices that lay bound with him || more 
(Mark 15.7.) for Inſurrection; but he alone had I Cruciß 
committed Murther in that Inſurrection; this Villain, Whe 
above all, he fixes on, to ſee if that could move them || rather 
to prefer Feſus of Nazareth to him, for the Priſonep artful 
that he muſt deliver. He took occaſion of ſending I had m 
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© the QUEEN af St. JAMES Ff. 3 


a 


him to Herod, from hearing he was a Galilean, to rid 
his hands of him; and when that would not do, he 
again beſpeaks the Rulers and the People, Luke 23. 14. 
Tou have brought this Man unto me, as one that perverteth 
the People; and behold, I having examin d bim, before you, 
bave found no fault in bim, touching thoſe things whereof 
je accuſe bim: no, nor yet Herod ; for ] ſent on to bim, 
and lo, nothing worthy of Death is done unto bim; I will 
therefore cbaſtiſe him, and releaſe him. No Judge could 
ſhew more Marks of a Diſpoſition to acquit a Priſoner, 
than Pilate here ſhewed ; one may fee him almoſt 
partial in the Matter ; not 'againſt Juſtice, (for he 


knew there was no cauſe of Death found in bim, and knew 


beſides they had deliver d bim fir Envy) but againſt 
the outrageous Clamours of the Prieſts and Multitude. 
'Tis not unlikely, that his very Scourging him, was 
with a merciful Intention of ſparing his Life: He 
would proceed to ſuch a Puniſhment, to countenance 
their Accuſation, or to appeaſe their preſent Rage; 
thinking, it may be, they would now be ſatisfied, and 


in ſome little ſpace of Time, relent, and fall from 


their violent Reſolution of having him Crucified. He 


ſuffer d Him to be crown'd with Thorns, and expos'd 
in a Purple Robe, and with a Reed for Sceptre, and 
to be treated with all the Scorn and Inſolence, and 
cruel Contempt, that a Pretender to thoſe Honours 
might expect from a mad Multitude, and Common- 
Soldiers, enconrag'd to it by their Governors and 


Leaders. This Uſage, and this Sight, he thought might 


ſatiate their Ill- nature, and move ſome Pity in them; 


and when he found it would not operate that way, 
but that they cried out the louder, Crucify ;. he ſaid, 


(what he ſhould have remembred) Take ye him, and 


erucify him, for I find no fault in him: But then they were 
more inftant than before, and cried out, Ler him be 
Crucified. © | > 9 

When Pilate ſaw that be could prevail nothing, but that 
rather a Tumult was made ; when he ſaw, that all the 
artful Pains which he had taken, all the Excuſes he 
had made; the Arguments he _ us'd, the GO 
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and Delays he had ſought out, and the downright De. 
nials he had given them; — when he ſaw that nothing 
of all this would do, but that the Multitude was more 
incenſed, and that inſtead of hearkning to him, and 
remitting ſomewhat of their Claim, they were rather 
like to force him from his hands, and fall into Sedition, 
and ſet the City in an Uproar, — he ſubmitted to thoſe 
Fears, . that ſometimes fall, in ſome degree, upon a 
brave and, conſtant Man, that has to deal with Multi. 
tudes, — he yielded to the ſad Neceſſity of givingupthe 
Life of a private Perſon, to the Tranquillity aod Safety 
(as he imagin'd) of the Publick: But, that he might 
do it with the better grace, — He took Water, and waſhed 
bis Hands. before the Muliitude, ſeying, — I am innocent of 
the Blood of this Fuſt Perſon; See ye to it. He would inti- 
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mate hereby, that as that Water cleanſed his Hands 


End Foulneſs they might have contracted; ſo 
ſnould the Proteſtation of the Force and Fear he was 


under, declare him Innocent, and acquit his Conſci- 


ence of whatever Guilt, might be contracted, by the 
Death of that Juſt Man, who ſtood before him, and 
whoſe Blood they reſolved, to have. He, for his part, 


declared: him Innccent, and was willing to let Him go: 


They, by their Clamours, dreadful and importunate 


and threatning Tumult and Confuſion, would not let 


him act, as Reaſon and Juſtice bid he ſhould; let 
it therefore lie on them; let them, who, by their 
mutinous Rage, obſtructed Juſtice, anſwer for it 5 — 
See pe to it. There is therefore in theſe words, Firſt, A 
Declaration of Chriſt's Innocence, . and; of his OWN. } 
anda throwing. the Guilt of his Condemnation, on the 
Prieſts and People, — I am innocent of oper Bod of this 
Fauſt Perſon ; See ye to it. Secondly, The rieſts and Peo- 
ple take this Guilt upon 1 — Hi, Blood be on 


Us, and on our Children. Firſt, Pilate heræ acknowledge 
Chriſt's Innocence, in calling him a Juſ Perſon. - Fudas, 
who had attended on him during his Publick Miniſtry, 
came and acknowledg'd. he had ſinned, in betraying 
the Innocent Blood. Pilate's Wife had ſent to him, when 
fitting in Judgment, to warn him from Manas 20P 
120 
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_ the QUEEN at St. JAMEs'ss 5 
hand in Puniſhing that Fuſt Man; and now himſelf de- 
clares he was a Fuſt Perſon. Thus St. Peter reminds the 
Jews, that they denied the Holy One and the Fuſt, and de- 
fired a Murtherer to be granted to them, Acts 3.14. Thus 
St. Stephen tells them, — they had ſlain them, which ſhewed 
before of the Coming of the Fuſt One, of whom they bad been 
the Betrayers and Murtherers, Acts 7. 52. And thus faith 
Ananias to Saul, — The God of our Fathers hath choſen Thee, 
that thou ſhouldſt' know his Will, and ſee that Fuſt One, and 
ſhouldſt hear the Voice of bis Mouth, Chap. 22, 14. Pilate, 
tis likely, by Fuſ# Perſon, underſtood no more, than 
a Man that was innocent of the Crimes of which he 
was accuſed ; but his Wife muſt uſe that word Provi- 
dentially, and furely, by Divine Appointment, fince 
you ſee, the Scripture-Writers uſe ir fo remarkably, 
and with particular diſtinction, as including the whole 
Character of Chriſt. And thus St. Peter ; Chrift hath 
once ſuffered for Sins, the Fuſt for the Unjuſt, that be might 
bring us to God. Nor did the AMalefactor know how great 
a Truth he ſpoke, when he ſaid of Chrif; then dying 
by his Side, — This Man bath done nothing-amiſs ; — Nor 
did he underſtand how neceſſary it was, that what he 
ſaid, ſhould be exactly true: He did not know his 
Neighbour-Croſs was then the Altar, on Which the 
Prieſt was Offering up Himſelf 4 Sacrifice to God, for 
the Sins of all Mankind: That this his Fellow-Snfferer 
was the Lamb of God (Spotleſs and Innocent) that taketh 
away the Sins of the World, And that ſuch an Higb-Prieſt 
became us, Was indeed not only fir, but abfolutely peceſ- 

ſary for us, who ig holy, harmleſs, undifiled, and feparate 

from Sinners 5 — not ſeparm& from them 1n his Life, 

for he Convers'd moſt freely with them, and came to 

call them to Repentance; nor feparate from them in 
his Death, for he was numbred with them; but ſeparated 
lo, as never to be tainted or defiled with Sin. Such 

an High-”rieft befitted our Condition; we ftood in need 

of ſuch an Holy One, to offer up fuch a Spotleſs Sacri- 
tice, not for his own, but for our Sins, to propitiate 
God, procure our Pardon, to enter into Heaven, and 

there to make continual Interceſſion for us: which He 
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could not have done, had He, at any time, done any thing 
amiſs ; had He not been, in all reſpects, what Pilate 
could but mean in ſome, — a Fuſt Perſon. | 

But if He were thus Fuft, why will this Governour- 
Condemn Him? How can he join theſe two things, 
— 1 am innocent of the Blood of this Fuſt Perſon, when he 
is going to doom to Crucifixion that Juſt Perſon ? If 
He be Fuſt, why mutt He Die? If He muſt Die, tho 
uſt; how ſhould the Man be innocent, who Condemns 
im to Death? He was not innocent; his Declara- 
tion only ſhewed, he would be innocent if he could. 
A little would ſerve to waſh his Hands ; but all the 
Waters in the World could not clear his Conſcience 
of all Guilt, who, being a Judge, would. yield to 
the Clamours of an incens'd Multitude, and Con- 
demn a Man he thought was Innocent, and could 
not forbear declacing ſo with all Solemnity. A Ma- 
giſtrate is certainly obliged, tho under never- ſo- great 
Conſtraint and Fears, to do what he ſhould do, 
were he at perfect liberty. This appears from hence, 
that a Man's Heart reproaches him with having pre- 
ferr'd his own Security, againſt Juſtice, to that of an 
Innocent Perſon. He has ſav'd himſelf, but he has 
loſt another, whom he was certainly oblig'd to fave: 
He has bought his own Security, at the Expence of 
-another's Ruin: This he likes not; this he wiſhes 
bad not paſs'd. This is a hard Leſſon to learn, to 
prefer another's Safety before our own; but they who 
undertake Great Offices, and to do Publick Juſtice, 
to tight the Wrong'd, and to help the Oppreſs'd, 
muſt undertake them on theſe Hazards : They are not 
expreſs Conditions, bur ſtill imply'd, becauſe the End 
of their Inſtitution could not conftantly be anſwer'd, 
without ſuch Venture. But what muſt Pilate do in 
ſuch Diſtreſs? Muſt he hazard, for the ke of a poor 
deſpis d Stranger, the Peace and Quiet cf bi People, 
the Confuſion of his Government, it may be, the Loſs 
of it, and Cæſar's Favour, rather than yield to the 
united Deſires of the Rulers and the People, to give 
that Stranger up? Tis eaſy for People that ar 
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— | berty, and unconcern'd, to fit at Home, and deter- 
7 mine what is juſt and right, and fit to be done, and 
e to pronounce deciſively upon the Matter; but tis 
another thing, to find one's ſelf under Fears and great 
r Conſtraint, encircled with Crouds of a mad enrag'd 
„ People, excited to Clamour and Importunity, by their 
leading Maſters and Rulers, both Secular and Spiritual, 
If FN whoſe Skill and Judgment they depend upon, and 
0 hoſe Authority is ſacred with them. A firmer Man 
NS than Pontius Pilate, might, in ſuch Circumſtances, go 
* If aſide out of the way of ſtrict Juſtice, and be patient of 
d. ſubmitting, to what his Conſcience could not chuſe 
ne or like, were he at liberty: His Caſe will therefore 
ce always meet with Pity, tho' with Blame alſo, , The 
©} Jews, he had try'd upon more Occaſions than one, 
n- were the moſt furious, obſtinate, and mad Multitude 
d be had ever ſeen, quickly provok'd, diſpos d to Mu- 
tiny, and ready to take Arms, and hard to be appeas d 
-At and quell'd when up; and he now ſaw them in a Diſ- 
lo, poſition to Tumult the moſt forward, kindled into a 
de, If ſtrange Rage, and ready for Revolt upon their Leaders 
re- Call, which a little farther Provocation might en- 
an danger. And how could he anſwer that to Cæſar, to 
endanger the Setting on Fire a whole Province, for 
the ſake of a little Injuſtice, or keeping his Conſcience 
of quiet? Would thoſe Excuſes do at Rome? Would they 
not bid him learn of Cajaphas—That it was expedient that 
o one Man ſhould die, rather than the whole Nation be endan- 
gere? J do not mean by this, to excuſe this Man for 
complying with the unreaſonable and wicked Impor- 
tunities us'd with him, to condemn a Perſon whom he 
not F declar'd Juſt and Innocent; for he ſhould have ven- 
=nd tur'd himſelf, in ſuch a cafe: And if Governours and 
Magiſtrates ſhould be intimidated by Threats and Cla- 
mours, or great Hazards, to do what a Croud of Peo- 
dor ple ſhould demand of them, without Regard to the 
ple, Rules of Right and Juſt ; if they ſhould not be oblig'd 
| ro undergo all Hardſhips, in executing their Offices, 
ms Every- body ſees there would be an end of Order, 
Sitte peace, and Government, and all Juſticz. If once the 
. li- | | — Multi- 
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Multitude could find their Decrees ſubmitted to, ei- 


ther to the ſparing, or taking away, the Lives of Men, 
they would never want Occaſions of aſſembling; 


there would never be wanting wicked and deſigning 


People, to ſtir them, under-hand, to make their 
Claims, according as they found it to their Purpoſe ; 


the greateſt Criminals might go unpuniſh'd, and the 


greateſt Innocence might not be ſafe. Barabbas here 
was to be pardon'd, and Chriſt muſt be condemn'd, 
only becauſe the Multitude will have it ſo. Theſe are 


the unavoidable Conſequences of a Magiſtrate's yield- 
ing to the Clamours of a Rout, againſt his Rule, and 


againſt his Conſcience; and if they have not oft ap- 


pear'd, it is becauſe the Magiſtrates have not often 
* 


ielded ; whenever they do, it will be ſo: And there 
can be no greater Demonſtration of their Obligation 
to venture all Extremities, rather than condemn the 
Innocent, or acquit the Guilty, than the certainty of 
this Conſequence, That without ſuch Venture, the 
Multitude will always govern, and no Man could, 
tho' never ſo innocent, and deſerving, call his Eſtate, 
or Liberty, or Life, his own. But this is alſo an 
equal Demonſtration of the Excellence and Uſefulneſs 
of Government, and that juſt and ſteady Magiſtrates do 


very well deſerve the Honours and the Recompences 


that are beftow'd upon them, 5 

Nothing can be of worſer Conſequence, either to 
Governors or Private People, than that the Aſſem- 
blings of the Multitude for any Publick Purpoſes, 
ſhould. be.encourag'd. The Noiſe of the Waves, and 
the Madneſs of the People, are alike dreadful, and 
alike dangerous, where they are let in; and deaf alike 


to all that you can offer. — I find no Fault in this 


Aan No matter what you find, let him be crucify d. 
Why, what Evil bath be done? Then they redouble but 
their Cry — Crucify him, eucify him. Some cunning 
People have ſometime: ſerv'd 2 preſent turn, by hls 
Aſſemblings, and done no great Miſchief ; and when 
they are (as we call it) on our Side, we apprehend 
no Danger: But all the odds in the World are on ws 
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other Side nor can the wiſeſt, the moſt artful, power- 


ful, and moſt popular Managers, warrant Security and 
Quiet for an Hour, their Heads are fo quickly turn d, 


and their Paſſions rais'd ſo eaſily. They are therefore 


to be repreſs d by all the Means imaginable, and the 
2 on them, to be held in the greateſt 


break up Damms, let in the Seas, and drown a Coun- 


try 


The Rulers and the Prieſts, who ſtirr'd up the Peo- 
ple to att Barabbas and deſtroy Feſus, were certainly much 
more to blame than the People themſelves, who made 
themſelves their wicked Inſtruments: But the People 
were not without Fault, to be ſo ſtirr'd up: They 


have Reaſon, and common Senſe, as well as their Bet- 


ters ; and therefore ſhall anſwer to God for the Neg- 
le& or Abuſe of it: They know they have nothing to 


do with Publick Matters; they know they may not 
lie, nor accuſe wrongfully, nor bear falſe-witneſs 
againſt their Neighbour, and yet they put themſelves 


in the way of doing all theſe things, when they ſuffer 
themſelves to be excited, by crafty and deſigning 
Men, to appear in Crouds, and publickly accuſe, de- 
fame, and call for Juſtice, againſt Perſons, that may, 
for ought they know, be innocent and blameleſs, and 
only traduc'd by common Fame and uncertain Ru- 
mours. What did theſe People know of Chriſt, our 
Lord, but what was worthy of their Love, Eſteem, 
and Admiration ? That he taught Men to ſerve God, 
and love one another; that he cur'd: Diſeaſes, heal'd 
Sickneſſes, caſt out Devils, and ſpent his publick Life 
in going about and doing good? But becauſe the Prieſts 
and Rulers were 8 him, perſecuted him, and 


ſought his Life, and told them I know not how. many 


frightful Stories of the hazardous Condition their 
Church and State was in, and what a dangerous Man 
this Jeſus of Nazareth was, and that Things could ne- 


ver poflibly go well whilft He was ſuffer'd to preach 


and. live— they ſwallow all, and joyn their Voices 
with their Leaders, and delire his Crucifixion ; * 
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they knew themſelves no harm of him, and heard the 
Roman Governor (who had no Intereſt in his Life and 
Safety) tell them again, and again— he found no Fault 
in him. EI NG Ta | 
The Accuſations of the Prieſts and Rulers would 
not have mov'd Plate, tis likely, to condemn Chriſt, 
nor was it what the Multitude affirm'd or prov d, that 
mov'd him; but 'twas the Rage, the Importunity, 
and the Madneſs of their Cries, that threatned Mutiny 
and Tumult and Confuſion of all, that conſtrain'd this 
fearful Governor to give him up, even when he was 
determin'd to let him go. Shall not the People an- 
{wer for this? Shall all this go for nothing? All this 
ſhall not excuſe the Governor ; but it ſhall make the 
People guilty, in part, of Chriſt's Blood. They ſhould 
have had their Share of Guilt, had they not willingly 
cry'd out His Blood be upon us; they drew it on them- 
felves, by calling for his Death, becauſe their Leaders 
bid them. See ye to it - will not excuſe Pilate; but yet 
the People muſt ſee to it. I have (ſaid Fudas to the 
Prieſts) betray d che innocent Blood— IWhat is that to us, ſaid 
the Prieſts to Judas, See thou to that. But yet it was to 
them, and a great deal too, to have encourag'd, dealt 
with, and agreed to hire, that treacherous Servant. Mi- 
ſtake not; all that have their Hands in Wickedneſs muſt 
See to it; but ſome have more, and ſome have leſſer 
Share in it; but every-one too much by all, and 
every-one muſt anſwer for it. Tis not fo eaſy to waſh 
out Guilt, as to contract it, or excuſe it lightly. Pi- 
late may ſay— I was conſtrain'd, by Fears of Tu- 
mult and Diſorders, that might poſſibly have occaſion'd 
the Death of many People ; but that will not excuſe 
him, even to himſelf. The People may ſingly plead, 
They were but in the Croud, and did as others did, 
call'd out-for Crucifixion, without Malice, but as 
they were bid. Our Saviour told Pilate, that He who 
bad deliverd him into his Hands, had the greater 
Sin; but He, it ſeems, had ſome; and therefore was 
not excus'd fo yielding to the Importunities of the 
Prieſts a:.d People, againſt his Conſcience. Nor could 
K+} | the 
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the People be excus'd for calling for his Crucifixion, 
and putting that Force on Pilate. Thus Men bring 
Guilt on one another, but do not clear themſelves, 
What therefore may be learn'd in general from hence, 
is, That as Magiſtrates, and ſuch as undertake to do 
Juſtice, are to hazard their own Security, in order 
to diſcharge their Duty, and are not to be diverted 
from the right Way, by Hope or Fear, by Favour or 
Affection; nor will be excus'd by Threats and dread- 
ful Apprehenſions— So neither muſt the People be 


excited, by ſubtle and deſigning Men, to gather into 


Routs ; nor, when they are there, be inſpirited to 
meddle with Publick Matters, defame, complain of, 
or accuſe, the Names that are put into their Heads, 
nor call for Juſtice, or Removal of they know not 


whom; for, however little Miſchief they intend, they 


will be partly guilty, and partly anſwerable for what 
follows : They make themſelves Inſtruments of mu- 


tinous, unjuſt, and cruel Spirits, and muſt give ac- 


count, as far as they are concern in bringing their 


ill Deſigns to paſs. There is nothing better for all 
Private People, than to ſtudy to be quiet, and do 


their own Buſineſs, and let the Publick Affairs be ma- 


nag'd by thoſe who are to look after them, and muſt 
be anſwerable for their Miſcarriage. For ſee, in the 
next Place, into how great Miſchief theſe poor People 
of the eus were plung'd, by being fo unneceſlarily 
buſy'd, and, under-hand, excited by their leading 
Maſters this Day, to deſtroy Feſus. The Governor 
would fain have let him go ; this they are bid to ex- 
claim againſt moſt furiouſly ; and when this would 
not do, He calls for Water, to waſh his Hands of the 
Blood of that Juſt Perſon— and, in a very ſolemn 
manner, (ſince Guilt muſt lie ſomewhere) would lay 
it upon them, whoſe Importunity forc'd him, unwil- 
ling, to condemn him— See ye to it. This they im- 
mediately took upon them— His Blood be upon LI and 
our Children— The Guilt and Puniſhment be Ours, if 
there be any due to this Defire of his Crucifixion : Let 
Us, and our Poſterity, beat the Smart, and _ ths 
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Burthen of this Fault, if it be any. This was a great 
deal more than they intended, when either Zeal, or | 
Idleneſs, or Curioſity, drew them out in the Morn- 
ing: They came, tis probable, only to be Spectators 
of what would happen that Day; but there, by Ar- 
tifice, they were drawn in to be Petitioners, that 
Chriſt might die; this they ſubmitted to: And now, 
when Pilate would not be guilty of the Blood of One 
whom he thought innocent, they will needs ſubſtitute 
Themſelves, and their Poſterity, in his ſtead. This, 
ou ſee, was plainly what they came not to engage 
in, but fell into, by a moſt unfortunate Opportunity, by 
being in Ill- Company, and in a Place where they had 
nothing to do. But what a ſtrange and dreadful Im- 
precation was it? Their Law had told them, God 
would certainly require the Blood of Innocent People 
at the Hands of thoſe who ſhed it: And did the Man, 
whoſe Blood they were about to ſhed, appear as yet 
guilty ? They knew they had fought out Witneſſes, © 
and had ſuborn'd them to ſwear agamit him; but, 
after all, their Witneſſcs did not agree, ſo that he 
| could not legally be found guilty ; and every Man is 
Innocent till he be legally found otherwife. What is 
it then, but Murther, to deſire his Death, even when 
the Laws acquit him? And yet theſe Rulers, who 
| ſuborn'd theſe Witneſſes (which yet could not come 
home) call for the Guilt of Blood upon Themſelves 
| and Children. Well, tis a fatal thing to engage at 
firſt in any bad Deſign; for Men are uſually ſo proud 
and ſtomachful, that they will ſtick at nothing, rather 
than that Deſign ſhould be defeated, and their Credit 
loft: They will make good one Calamny by another, 
rather than be accounted Liars and Defamers: They 
will follow an Accuſation with Subornation, rather than 
fall from their Point; and are more careful of their 
Honour than their Conſcience : They could not, at 
firſt, believe they ſhould hazard fo, much, to bring: 
about their Purpoſes; but when they are once in, they 
will hazard all, rather than not go thro. 55 
But ſuppoſing the Prieſts and 5 were truly per- 
. 95 | 5 AY ſuaded, 
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ſuaded, chat Feſus deſerved , by their Law, to die, and fo 
would take it on themſelves, altho' they wanted legal 
Evidence; yet how could the Common- People be thus 


ſure, that he deſerved to die? and yet they take his 


Blood upon their Heads, as if they had, every Man of 
them, known him truly guiley. One may believe the 
Judge is uncorrupt, the Jury very honeſt, and the Wit- 
neſſes true and faithful; and yet a Spectator would be 


loth to take the Blood of a Condemned Perſon upon 


his Head, for fear ſome Fraud, or ſome Miſtake, might 


be committed. What madneſs is ity to concern our- 


ſelves in Caſes that belong not to us? But why, of all 


things in the world, will Men engage their Children 


and Poſterity in Curſes, upon Suppoſition? Why will they 
venture, and deſie, the Vengeance of God upon them- 
ſelves and Children, upon the Certainty of the Guilt 


of a Perſon, whom neither Witneſſes. could prove, nor 
the Judge would pronounce — Guilty? Man is a Strange 


Creature, when enrag'd ! — a Strange Creature, when 
under the Power of any Paſſion ! He thinks of nothing 
kr dA rs Inclination, whether to love, or hate; 
and.he 


will gratifie it, at what expence or hazard ſo- 


Ever, .. Theſe People mean not certainly the Miſchiefs 
hat they imprecate, but only mean to be beliey'd 


in what they then affirm: But they ſpeak to One 


who hears; they call on God, who will not be ſo dealt 
with, but who will ſometimes take them at their Word, 
and hear and grant thoſe Prayers, that will undo them; 


but evermore with Juſtice : He will vit the Sins of the 


Fathers upon the Children, to the third and fourth Generation 
of them that hate him; and He will ſhew mercy to thouſands 
of them that love bim, and keep his Commandments. This 
is a plain Proof, that there is ſuch a Relation betwixt 


one Generation and another, that Good or Evil is de- 


rived from One to the Other; i. e. Temporal Proſpe- 
rity, or Misfortune, (for it touches not the Soul, we 


may be ſure:) And both theſe things are for the En- 


couragement of Virtue and Religion, and grounded 
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be on Us, and on our Children. 


throughout the World, wil 


Prince; 
depreſs d, and in Subjection every-Where. They own them- 
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dren, and your Children's Children, and even as far as you can 
ſee, in Wiſhes ; and would do almoſt any-thing to procure their 


Welfare — Keep the Commands of God, and live virtuouſly, 
and walk holily before him, for He ſhews Mercy to Thouſands of 
them that love him, and keep his Commandments. And if you 


would not bring Evil upon their Heads, nor cauſe them to be 
viſited in Wrath, ſee that you live your Selves in all Obedience 
to his Laws -— for He will viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon the 
Chsl&ren, of the Third and Fourth Generations of them that hate him. 

We may well preſume upon the Juſtice of God in theſe Pro- 


_ ceedings, without ſtaying to ſpeak to ir now; and therefore it 
need not ſeem ftrange, if God did really 


puniſh rhe Children 
of theſe enrag'd Petitioners for Chriſt's Death, as they deſir d, 
and deſery'd, he ſhould. The ſore Calamities That People en- 
dur'd for many Years, both before and after the Deſtruction of 


Jeruſalem, might, 2 Day, aſſure them that God heard the 


dreadful Imprecation of their Parents and Anceſtors — Hrs Blood 
And truly, whoever will confider 
the Fortune of thar poor e from that unhappy Hour to this, 

will think that Cry is ſtill, as it were, 
in God's Ears. They have been miſerable beyond Expreſſion: 


They have been for more than 1600 Years without City, with- 


out auen. without High- Prieſt, without Sacrifice, without 
catter d thro all the Countries of the World, and low, 


ſelves, that they are under God's Diſpleaſure; but they fee or 
acknowledge not the Cauſe. They are as obſtinate, and fierce, 


and virulent, againſt the Name of Chriſt, as their Fore-fathers 


were againſt bis Perſon : So that they vindicate the Juſtice of 
God's Inflictions, by continuing on the Cauſe ; and, by their 
outrageous Infidelity, will not let his Anger ceaſe againſt them. 
They tread in their Fathers Steps: They are not only as 
wicked and immoral as they were, bur, by. continu'd Blaſphe- 
mies and Impieties, ſtill perſecute and crucify the Son of God, 
and draw his Blood upon their Heads. They are the moſt in- 
veterate Enemies of Chriſt, and his Religion, thro' the World. 
All People elſe are Enemies by Intereft, and by Accident ; bur 
the Jews by Principle and Choice, The Followers of Mabomee 
ſpeak moſt reſpectfully of Iſa, i. e. Jeſus, and ſay that He ſhall 
fave bis Followers, if they are ſincerely faithful and obedient to 
his Precepts (and he who ſhall ſay orherwiſe, ſays wrong:) The 
Jews blaipbeme and curſe his Sacred Name on all Occafions, not 
mentioning the {ame with Decency or Patience. Should we not 


| reckon this one of the heavieſt Curſes that can fall upon them? 
| Is not his Blood moſt fearfully upon Them and their Children? 
Let us learn ar leaſt from hence, not to give way to Rage, nor, 
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ful Curſes and Misfortunes. Let every Generation bear irs 


own Burthen ; ſufficient to the Day will be the Evil thereof. 


Our Sins will entitle them to enough of God's Vengeance, if he 
be nor very merciful : Remember not, Lord, our Iniquities, nor the 
Iniquities of our Fore-fathers, neither take thou Vengeance of them 


is what we ask daily of God. We muſt not therefore ask him, 
by our Imprecations, to remember us, in viſiting our Children: 
But this we do, when we devote them to his Wrath, if ſuch 
and ſuch Things are not true, which yet perhaps are falſe, at 
leaſt uncertain; or if we are not innocent, when. perhaps our 


Hearts aſſure us we are guilry : But we will ſay theſe Things 
to ſerve {ome preſent turn, and ſave our Credit. 


4 


Theſe Uſes we may make of this Part of the Relation of 
our Saviour's Paſſion. Each Day of the following Week will 


furniſh us with more and more Conſiderations of the like Nature: 
Nor can we uſe the Time and Hiſtory beiter, than to conſider 
the Particulars attentively, and make as proper Applications as 
we can, of each of them, to our own Condition. | 

Few People bur approve of Pilate's Care and Purpoſe to ac- 
uit our Lord, becauſe he thought Him innocent; and all con- 
emn his falling from that Purpoſe, tho under Force and Fear, 
and apprehenſive of great Dangers. And who is there among 
us all, that has not made as honeſt and becoming Reſolutions 
of diſcharging well his Duty, in this and that particular Occur- 
rence; yet has not fainted upon Trial, yielded, if not to Fear, 
yet to ſome other Paſſion, that has over- born his Reaſon, and 
made him act againſt his ſettled Judgment ? and yet has faintly 


QA 


try'd to waſh his Hands in Innecency, by ſome poor Plea 'or 


other, in Excuſe of what he did; that hardly ſatisfies bimſelf, 


much leſs impartial Standers-by. As eafily as we part with it, 


we are very much made for Innocence; we would have every- 
body think us in Poſſeſſion of it; we are perpetually trying to 
recover it our ſelves, by frazing Excuſes for what is paſt, that 


will, we think, diminiſh from the Guilt ; and, I believe, hat- 


ever be the Purchaſe, we think we have given up too much for 
it. Hear the Concluſion of this Man. Theſe very Jews, to whoſe 
outragious Cryes be gave up Chriſt, within a few Years, com- 
plain'd of his Government to Vitellius then the Preſident of Syria, 


who put him out, and ſent him to Rome, to anſwer for his Miſ- 


demeanors. But before he reach'd that Place, Tiberius Ceſar died, 


and his Succeſſor ſent him, by way of Baniſhment, to Vienne a City 


of France, upon the Rhoſne ; where he liv d deſpiſed and miſerable 
for five or ſix Years, and then diſpatcht himſelf by his own Hands. 
I dare nor venture to affirm how far the Divine Vengeance. was 
concern'd, in purfuing this unhappy Man; but I dare venture 
to affirm, that had he follow'd but the Dictates of his Reaſon and 
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| | Aceufarions of the Jews of other Faults had beef lefg burthen- 
| - fom to his Mind; Ca/ar's Diſpleaſure, and his 
would have been born much better. Let but an-Exil'd Man c 
bis Innocence, aud à good Conſcience, with him, and he 
fund his Narive Country, Wife and Children, Friends and: e 
1 | forts: whereſoever he ſhall £0, 1%. He” ſhall be happy in the 
Approbation of God above; and of his Heart wichin, which wil 
is "be: to him every thing he ſtands in need of. FAIT 
F To make an end Whatever. we thivle;of Pilate, We we 
i lors that we our ſelves; at leaft, are innocent of the Blood of 
| this Juſt Perſon ; and are ama d ro think how dreadful a Curle 
_ theſe People laid themſelves under, by calling for the Blood af 
Ckriſt upon their Heads. Bur neither are we imocent our 
ſelves of the Blood of this Tuft Perſon, for they were certain 
|. eur Sins; the Sins of the World, rhar did not only want, but 06+ 
euſion, the Death of Chriſt. Nor do we lefs than call for the 
|  +Blood of Cbriſt upon our Heads, when we ate impious and in- 
credulous, and obdurarely impenitent. The. Scriptures ſpeak 
of forme; and Chriſtians too, that crucified the Son of God —— 
4 — ut him to open Shame, that trod him under foot counted 'vbe Blood | 
Covenant an unboly thing, and did deſpite to''the Spirit of 
—— Heb. vi. 6. X. 29. when yet that Son of God was ſeated 
|, On his Throne in Heaven, our of the reach of Human'Inſolenve 
 -andlijury. In a Word; That: Blood will be upon dar Heads, 
whether we call for ir, or no, if (as the Scripture peaks) 6, 
Hearts are noi, before. hand, ſprinlled with 155 m an vil 
Conſeience f. e. witheur a Figure, Thar precibt Riot of 
Chbriſt, which was ſhed upon the Croſs, to merir and*obwin 
Tedemption and Forgiveneſs of our Sins, upon Diſcharge of th 
Coaditions call d for at our Hands, namely, our Faith, Re 
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